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MSAC’s	  interim	  report	  will	  discuss:	  

•  Our	  rela@onship	  with	  Coursera	  	  
•  Policy	  issues	  related	  to	  MOOCs	  
•  Other	  poten@al	  uses	  for	  MOOCs	  



Our	  Coursera	  courses	  so	  far	  have	  been	  
exploratory,	  high-‐quality,	  and	  popular	  

Completed	   Enrollment	  

Intro	  to	  Sustainability*	   62,641	  

Parallel	  Programming	   27,064	  

Microeconomics*	   73,477	  

Intro	  Organic	  
Chemistry	  Part	  1	  

20,344	  

VLSI	  CAD	  (chip	  design)	   17,227	  

Intermed	  Organic	  
Chemistry	  Part	  1	  

13,613	  

Upcoming	   Enrollment	  

Programming	  
Android	  Apps	  

73,725	  

Intro	  Organic	  
Chemistry	  Part	  2	  

7,619	  

Intermed	  Organic	  
Chemistry	  Part	  2	  

6,015	  

Planet	  Earth	   22,132	  

Total	  enrollment:	  323,857	  

*	  Mul@ple	  offerings	  



Recommenda@ons	  related	  to	  Coursera	  

•  Con@nue	  our	  partnership	  with	  Coursera	  
•  Issue	  a	  new	  RFP	  for	  Coursera	  MOOCs	  very	  soon	  
•  Con@nue	  campus-‐level	  review	  process	  for	  MOOCs	  
•  Re-‐use	  MOOC	  materials	  in	  mul@ple	  course	  formats	  
•  Explore	  op@ons	  for	  other	  sogware	  plahorms	  
•  Expand	  research	  efforts	  using	  our	  MOOC	  data	  
•  Increase	  staffing	  for	  MOOC	  and	  online	  course	  
produc@on	  



Recommenda@ons	  on	  policy	  issues	  

•  Con@nue	  not	  to	  offer	  credit	  for	  Coursera	  MOOCs	  
•  Be	  open	  to	  awarding	  credit	  for	  “MOOC-‐plus”	  
experiences	  that	  meet	  our	  campus	  criteria	  

•  Course	  and	  program	  proposals	  should	  follow	  regular	  
review	  criteria	  

•  General	  Rules:	  faculty	  own	  their	  course	  content	  
•  Student	  privacy	  and	  FERPA	  need	  to	  be	  respected	  
•  (Faculty	  compensa@on	  for	  Coursera	  MOOCs	  is	  s@ll	  
under	  discussion)	  



There	  are	  many	  op@ons	  between	  a	  tradi@onal	  
online	  course	  and	  an	  open	  MOOC	  

Tradi:onal	  Online	   Coursera	  MOOC	  

50-‐500	  students	   10,000-‐70,000	  users	  

Transcripted	  credit	   No	  credit	  

$400-‐1,300/credit	  hour	   Free	  

Grading	  by	  faculty,	  TAs	   Auto-‐grading,	  peer	  grading	  

Live	  or	  online	  proctors	   Signature	  Track	  

Interact	  with	  faculty	  
	  and	  TAs	  

Interact	  on	  course	  forums	  
with	  peers	  and	  staff	  

What	  could	  
we	  create	  
here?	  



There	  are	  many	  poten@al	  audiences	  and	  op@ons	  
for	  MOOCs	  and	  online	  programs	  

•  High	  school	  AP	  or	  dual-‐credit	  courses	  
•  AP	  teacher	  prepara@on	  
•  College	  readiness/bridge	  courses	  
•  Low-‐cost	  general	  educa@on	  courses	  
•  Lower-‐cost	  baccalaureate	  degrees	  
•  Low-‐cost	  graduate	  or	  professional	  degrees	  
•  Professional	  development,	  cer@fica@on,	  con@nuing	  ed	  
•  Extension	  courses	  
•  Lifelong	  learners	  (including	  Illinois	  alumni)	  
•  .	  .	  .	  



Recommenda@on:	  any	  strategic	  op@on	  	  
should	  be	  evaluated	  on	  .	  .	  .	  	  

•  Alignment	  with	  our	  educa@onal	  mission	  
•  Investments	  required	  (including	  faculty	  &	  staff	  @me)	  
•  Income	  generated,	  and	  how	  it	  is	  distributed	  
•  Impact	  on	  exis@ng	  programs	  and	  courses	  
•  Impact	  of	  not	  developing	  the	  new	  program	  
•  What	  we	  would	  learn	  that	  would	  help	  us	  in	  other	  
areas	  



Recommenda@ons:	  other	  uses	  of	  MOOCs	  

•  Encourage	  academic	  units	  to	  develop	  specific	  
proposals	  for	  MOOCs	  and	  innova@ve	  large-‐scale	  
course	  models	  
– possibly	  for	  credit,	  possibly	  not	  free	  
– programma@c	  goals	  beyond	  a	  single	  MOOC	  

•  MSAC	  will	  also	  consider	  and	  promote	  ideas	  that	  
would	  involve	  mul@ple	  academic	  units	  



Why	  should	  Illinois	  do	  any	  of	  this?	  

•  Promote	  learning	  
•  Expand	  access,	  with	  quality	  
•  Help	  students	  control	  costs	  
•  Improve	  student	  success	  and	  reduce	  @me	  to	  degree	  
•  Innovate	  in	  instruc@on	  (including	  data	  analysis	  and	  
course	  improvement)	  

•  Promote	  our	  campus	  brand	  and	  reputa@on	  
•  Increase	  enrollment	  and	  revenues	  in	  sustainable	  
ways	  


